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Abstract:

This study reveals the role played by Palestinian electronic media
towards democratic discourse, and its ability to become a platform for
this type of discourse. It also provides analysis of the effect of

electronic media on any possible democratic reform in Palestine



taking into consideration the effect of the exceptional political and
legal environment. One of the difficulties that faced this study is the
lack of key researches and studies on the subject of electronic media
and its affect on democracy, especially in the Palestinian case, in the

Palestinian and Arabic literature.

The second chapter of this research handles, in detail, the definition of
traditional media in Palestine, electronic media, and the circumstances
of its establishment and development, indicating the nature of the
relationship between the media, in general and the electronic media in

particular, and democracy.

The third chapter provides a detailed analysis of the electronic media
samples chosen for this research (Ma'an News Agency, Wattan News
Agency, Donia Al-Wattan Journal) during a certain period of time.
The analysis of the democratic speech in these three sample media
outlets was conducted according to a set of indicators that included:
level of diversity and representation, internal organization and
protocol, the trust given by society and how much society relies on the
media for information, and not to exclude the safety of journalists and
journalism in the field.

The fourth chapter is probably the most rich and dense part of this
research. It provides a critical analysis of the discourse of the three
media samples studied, applied to three major issues: the Palestinian
teachers strike and their dispute with the government, the arrest of the
political science professor at Najah University, Abd Al-Sattar Al-

Qasem, by the Palestinian security forces, and last but not least the



arrest of the director of "FM24" radio station, Ihab Jariri. This analysis
aims to expose the practices used by these three media outlets during
the media coverage of the above mentioned three cases, and its impact
on democratic discourse and their chance to become a platform for

democratic discourse.
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