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Abstract

The concept of citizenship has experienced a series of important
transformations that kept it away from being rigid on both intellectual and
realistic levels and became more interrelated to the perceptions of human
rights and dignity through the long history of human struggles over the years.
With the fact that humans are not naturally born with a sense of citizenship it
was mandatory for socialization institutions in particularly the school to play a
vital role in preparing the democratic citizenship in the context of a deliberated,
directed and purposeful education.

With the importance of having skillful teacher in the schools to deliver the
desired citizenship concepts, along with the educational curriculum that play
fundamental complementary role in preparing the human for various aspects
of life, and with the awareness of the importance of the educational curriculum
in the process the Palestinian Curriculum Development Center was
established. The center issued the first Palestinian Curriculum Plan in 1998.
The plan included the general principles of the curriculum and the educational
policy principles that were relied on in the formulation of different educational
curriculum.

The Palestinian curriculum included a variety of subjects that covered different
topics. With the aim of developing students, who should be active members in
the social and political life of their community and have a high sense of
citizenship and responsibility toward their country, the civic education subject
was included in the Palestinian curriculum list. However, after years of
teaching the civic education courses in the schools many studies have

indicated that there was lack in achieving the desired goals, due to default and
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randomness in presenting the concepts of citizenship and using traditional
teaching methods and imbalance in presenting the values of the subject. Other
studies also showed that there was formal integration between the civic
education subject and the other educational subjects.

Based on this problematic reality, this study identified its main question as:
What is the availability level of the citizenship principles- political participation
and equality- in the content of the educational curriculum in the higher
elementary stage?

Two questions were derived from the main question:

Is the content of Civic Education; Arabic and Islamic subjects for the classes 5-
9 include the principles; political participation and equality?

Is there sufficient integration between these subjects relating to the principles?
The importance of this study comes from the fact that it is the first of its kind in
Palestine to holistically examine the two important principles of citizenship:
political participation and equality in the three subjects on the basis of
availability and integration.

The study used the descriptive analytical approach to analyze the contact of
the three subjects. The analysis process depended on the study tool that has
been judged. It also included a list of 21 special explanatory concepts of the

principles; political participation and equality.

The study was divided into five chapters: the first chapter covered the study
problem. The second chapter covered three topics; the first topic focused on
the variation in the evolution of the citizenship concepts; political participation
and equality, and the presence of these concepts in the texts of the

International law and the national laws. The second topic focused on the
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citizenship education. The third topic covered the literature review. The third
chapter included the study methodology. The fourth chapter covered the
finding of the study. Finally the fifth chapter discussed the study findings and
presented recommendations.

The analysis results of analyzing 25 educational books of the three mentioned
subjects for classes (5-9) have shown that the political participation and
equality principles and their related explanatory concepts are presented in the
three subjects with different variation, and in an imbalanced and nonsystematic
way. This puts a question mark on the expected and desired goals and
outputs.

The study also indicated that the civic education subject for classes (5-9) have
richer content related to the mentioned principles and included all the
explanatory concepts that were totally repeated 659 times. In explanation, the
fifth grade civic education content included (11) concepts that were repeated
73 times, the sixth grade content included (8) concepts that were repeated 56
times, the seventh grade content included (12) concepts and were repeated 98
times, the eighth grade content included (14) concepts and were repeated 133
times, and finally the ninth grade included all the explanatory concepts (21)
and were repeated 299 times.

For the Islamic Studies subject for the classes (5-9) the study showed that the
content only included (8) in total explanatory concepts that were repeated 132
times. In explanation, the fifth grade content included (6) concepts that were
repeated 24 times, the sixth grade content included (5) concepts that were
repeated 10 times, the seventh grade content included (3) concepts that were

repeated 11 times, the eighth grade content included (6) concepts that were
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repeated 29 times, and the ninth grade content was the richest and included
(7) concepts that were repeated 58 times.

As for the Arabic Language subject for classes (5-9) content have included 12
explanatory concepts that were totally repeated 53 times. In explanation, the
fifth grade content included (3) concepts that were repeated 4 times, the sixth
grade content didn’t include any concepts, the seventh grade content included
(5) concepts that were repeated 13 times, the night grade content included (8)
concepts that were repeated 16 times, and the ninth grade content was the
riches and included (9) concepts that were repeated 20 times.

With the presented results and as for the general integration of the three
subjects in presenting the citizenship principles; the political participation and
equality and their explanatory concepts the study have shown that the
horizontal and vertical integration was weak between the subjects and it was
absent in some cases. It also wasn't taken into consideration to go in depth of
the principles in the curriculum content to harmonize with the evolution of the

age group.
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