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ABSTRACT

This study examines the relationship between the novelist and political
change by analyzing how writers contribute to the instigation of transitions
to democracy. The work focuses on the study of the problematic using the
Arab example arguing that the colonial legacy hampered the novelist’s
mission. The work consists of three chapters to answer a main question:
How can the novelist contribute in instigating democratic change?

The first chapter addresses the question of how the novelist can contribute
to emancipation of the self from the colonial impact and the dismantling of
colonial binaries. The first section describes the emergence of colonial
binaries and their promotion as “facts,” and the entrenchment of colonial
stereotypes through a process of internalization by the colonized. This led
to acceptance of colonial discourse for both the colonizer and the colonized
as can be seen in their literary productions. The chapter reviews a number
of texts that depict colonial binaries, including Daniel Defoe’s Robinson
Crusoe, which contributed to enhancing the status of the British Empire,
and the novel Rummanah by the Algerian writer Al-Taher Wattar.

The second section of the first chapter draws on post-colonial studies to
demonstrate literary efforts by the colonized to dismantle the colonial
legacy and its stereotypes. African writers particularly are referenced as an

example of the ways that an emancipatory discourse free from the dictates



of colonial discourse can be established. Recognizing colonization of the
self is an essential step toward developing an emancipated consciousness.
The chapter concludes with a reading of the novel Shouq Al-Darwish by the
Sudanese novelist Hammour Ziada as an example of post-colonial
literature.

The second chapter investigates national rule of post-independent Arab
states that is built on the political tyranny of its colonial legacy. The chapter
argues that this rule prevented Arab writers from performing their political
role, whether in influencing democratic transformations or participating in
them. The first section provides an analysis of the attempts of Arab
intellectuals to advance their societies by drawing specifically on the
European experience of the French Revolution, which supported the
foundations of the democratic structures in the West. Despite the failure of
the Arab renaissance in democratization as a form of government, writers
and intellectuals identified the flaws of post-independent rule, in addition to
the long-standing need for emancipation from colonial knowledge. Arab
writers like Rifa’a Al-Tahtawi underlined the necessity of consciousness of
the self and its emancipation.

The second section of the second chapter examines literary efforts
following the 19" century Arab renaissance, paying particular attention to
the period after the Arab defeat of 1967 that changed the writing approach

of many novelists such as Nagib Mahfouz, Ghassan Kanafani, and Halim



Barakat. The Arabic novels written in the aftermath of the 1967 defeat
addressed issues such as political tyranny and corruption. The novelists
charged the national authorities with the responsibility for the defeat and the
deterioration of the situation in the Arab World in general. This, in part,
paved the way for the early 21% century popular revolutions and protests.

The last chapter draws on these analyses to read Arab novelists’ production
during the early 21% century Arab revolutions, widely referred to as the
"Arab Spring" of early 2011, to discuss the potentiality of the transition to
democracy through a review of how novelists read the transformations in
Egypt, Syria, and Tunisia. These readings reflect the differences in the
attitudes of the novelists toward the Arab revolutions and the illusory
liberation from colonialism in its modern formations. Their voices became
particularly present on the relation between the intellectual and the

authority.
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