
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

في فلسطيه " التحول الذيمقزاطي"الإساءة للأطفال في سياق مقولاث 
 

Child Abuse in the context of "Democratic Transformation" in 

Palestine 

 
 
 

رسالت ماجستيز مقذمت مه الطالبت 

 

جليلت أوتيلو إرشيذ          

 

 

 
 

 

إشزاف  

 

الذكتور عبذ الزحيم الشيخ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

قذمج هذه الزسالت استكمالًا لمتطلباث الحصول على درجت الماجستيز في الذيمقزاطيت وحقوق الإوسان في 

. فلسطيه -جامعت بيزسيج
 

 

2008 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Birzeit University 

 

Faculty of Graduate Studies 

 

Master’s Program of Democratic and Human Right 

 

 

 

Child Abuse in the Context of “Democratic Transformation” In Palestine

 

By: 

Jalila Antelo Ersheid

 

Supervisory Committee: 

              Dr. Abdul Rahim Al-Shaikh, Supervisor 

 Dr. George Giacaman, Member   

            Dr. Nadia Nasser Najaab, Member        

Submitted in partial fulfillment of requirements for the Master’s degree in Democracy and 

Human Right from the Faculty of Graduate Studies at Birzeit University- Palestine 

 

2008 

 



 
 



I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 إن أطفالكم ما هم بأطفالكم" 

فلقذ وَلَذهم شىقُ الحياة إلى راتها 

بِكُمْ يَخرجىن إلى الحياة، ولكه ليس مِىكُم 

وإنْ عاشىا في كىَفِكُم فما هُم مِلْكَكُم 

قذ تمىَحىوَهُم حُبَّكُم ولكه دونَ أفكارِكم 

.." . فلَهُمْ أفكارُهم

جبران خليل جبران  

 



II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



III 

 

 

 

 

 

I

II

VI

.......VIII

1

1.12

1.229 

1 39

1.3.1911

1.3.21112

1.3.31215

1.3.41519

1.419 

20

2 12128

2 228

2.3.12830

2.3.23033

2.3.33341

2.44148

2.449



IV 

 

 

 

 

50

3.25152

3 35253

3.45355

3.5198956 

3.5.119895657

3.5.25761 

3.661 

3.6.16162

3 6.263

3.6.363

3.764

65 

4 16669

4 26970

4 37071

4 3.171

4 3.1.171

4 3 1.27273

4.4.1.273

4.4.1 27378

4.57879

37985



V 

 

 

3.5.28590

4 69091 

92

5.193

5.1.19394

5.1.294

5.1.394

59597

5.1.59799

5 299

5.3100105

5.3106109

110121

 

 

 

 

 

 



VI 

 

 

 ملخص

Pseudo-Democratic Transformation



VII 

 

 

Pseudo-Democratic Transformation

 

 



VIII 

 

 

 

Abstract 
 

The topic of democratic transformation in Palestine is one of the most problematic 

and controversial topics at stake, for Palestine is still suffering the Israeli colonial 

condition. Any “normal” democratic transformation should lead to several changes 

in legislations and laws. The Palestinian children, as citizens whose number forms 

more than half of Palestinian society, should not be exception from the legislations 

and laws installed by the authority. Accordingly, the problem of this study has 

been based on investigating a major question: what impact the “pseudo-democratic 

transformation” has on limiting or eradicating the phenomenon of child abuse in 

the Palestinian case?  
 

This study is based on major thesis that democratic transformation should lead to 

limiting the phenomenon of children abuse in general. However, in the Palestinian 

case it has not been a democratic transformation, but rather a “pseudo” one. 

Therefore, we barely witnessed any reduction the phenomenon of child abuse. To 

investigate the complications of this problem, the study used content analysis as a 

methodology to decode the Law of Palestinian Childe, and validates this analysis 

with 13 open-ended interviews with social workers, legislatures, and other activists 

in the field from several civil society organization.   
 

Accordingly, the thesis is divided into five chapters: Chapter I: is an introductory 

chapter that tackles child’s rights and the transformations of the colonial condition 

in the Palestinian case; Chapter II: presents a literature review of related fields of 

the study be it the democratic transformation or the child abuse on the local, 

regional, and international levels; Chapter III, focuses on the rights of the 

Palestinian child between theory and practice, with a special emphasis on laws in-

the-making; Chapter IV, integrates between a content analysis of the Palestinian 

laws related the child, and the role of the civil society institutions working in the 

field directly with children or mentoring the process of legislation itself; and 

Chapter V, summaries the conclusions and the recommendations of the study.   

 

The major conclusion of this study asserts that what has been deemed as 

“democratic transformation” in Palestine is a “pseudo transformation” given that 

the Israeli colonial condition has not ended yet. One consequence of this 

abnormality in the Palestinian society has been the limited change in the status of 

child protection on the governmental and civil society levels. 
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