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Summary of the Study

This study discusses the complex relationship b&twaemocracy and security in
Israel by analyzing the manner in which the Isragidia has covered the war on
Lebanon in 2006. It assesses the extent to whiehntadia was vulnerable to
political and security considerations on the onedhand responsive to assumedly
democratic concerns on the other. The questionedo@s this study are: Are
differences in coverage amongst the various nevespaperely in form and style
or also in substance and direction? Did individaewspapers follow a specific
pattern in their coverage? And finally, what ddest icoverage tell about the Israeli
democracy? Does it reveal its sturdiness or itectefeness?

To tackle these questions, the following hypotseseere advanced: The
differences amongst the newspapers are mainlyyla anhd language and not of
political or ideological nature; the Israeli mediageneral follows and abides by a
specific pattern of coverage that may at times siones fluctuate, reflecting the

fluctuations of strategy at the political and naiti levels; and: Israel’s democracy
is determined primarily by the agendas of the malitelite and the army, the
media accommodates that agenda in divergence ftemcanventional and

traditional task of defending democratic values.

The study applies a content-analysis approachvaluation the main news items
related to the Israeli war on Lebanon in 2006 ire¢hmajor Israeli newspapers
(Yedeot Ahranot, Haaretz, andMaarif). It fully scrutinizes these newspapers’
coverage of related developments over thirty-twgsdaf the war. In guiding its
analysis, the study utilized the structural-funcéibtheory, which considers society
a complex system whose parts work together to ptersolidarity and stability.
This approach looks at society through a macroteventation with a broad
focus on thesocial and political structurébat shape society as a whole. Believing



that a society evolves like organisms, this apgrdaoks at both, structure and
functions, where functionalism addresses societyaashole in terms of the
function of its constituent elements; namely norrogstoms, traditions, and
institutions.

The study consists of five chapters. The first ¢baps an introduction, giving a
general background of the study; the second chaptetides a thorough analysis
of key concepts related to media, such as demaocsacyrity, authority, and social
responsibility. The third chapter provides an ov@mwof the Israeli media and the
restrictions encountered, including self-imposedsoeship, military oversight,

British laws, Israeli laws, and public opinion. Theurth chapter provides a
thorough analysis of the news samples, while tfie Ghapter outlines the main
findings of the study.

The findings of the study are as follows: In theaverage of the war, the three
newspapers have not differed over issues of subxst@unt over language and style.
ForYedoot Ahranot, coverage started by projecting a solid sense atiomal
arrogance, expressing pride of the Israeli armyigdualitative capabilities and
assuring its ability to win the war. Days latere tlanguage of coverage became
less certain about the ability of the army to aciéghe task of winning the war
against Hezbolla. As to substan¥egoot Ahranot expressed its unequivocal
support of the political establishment, the armgd ahe security apparatus,
endorsing the plans and the manner by which the waeas being
handled Haaretz maintained a sophisticated and less emotionale stgl its
coverage of the war, but despite its image as atistideaning
newspaperdaaretz showed strong support to the political establishnand its
security levels, as well as to the army, backingegardless of the casualties in
both sidesMaarif, on the other hand, used emotional and incitimguage and
expressed unrestricted support to the governmeheimvar on Lebanon.

The main point of conclusion in this study is thatimes of war the Israeli media
responds to and acts upon the concerns of natsatairity, and paying much less

4l



attention to the ethical ideals and considerattbas the media should project and
represent in a regular and normal democracy. Therate of such a presumed role
for the Israeli media raises serious questionspnit about the extent to which it
manifests a democratic role, but also about thg ¥eundation of the Israeli
democracy itself, since it is subservient to Issaelar and the canons of what is

perceives as its national security.
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? Yiftachel, O. (2006) Ethnocracy: Land, and the Politics of ldentity Israel/Palestine (PennPress — the
University of Pennsylvania Press; Schejter Amit M. (2009) Muting Israeli Democracy :How Media and
Cultural Policy Undermine Free Expression, by the Board of Trustees of the University of lllinois;
Warschawski, Michel. (2004) /sraeli Democracy, by Z Net: the Spirit of Resistance Lives. Link:
http://www.zcommunications.org/israeli-democracy—by-michel-warschawski; Cohen-Almagor, Raphael
(2001 and 2005) Speech, Media and Ethics: The Limits of Free Expression: Critical Studies on
Freedom of Expression, Freedom of the Press and the Public’s Right to Know ([Basingstoke (GB),

Palgrave Macmillan); Michael Lopez-Calderon (2001) Israeli Democracy: A Promise As Yet Fulfilled,

Media Monitors Network Link: http://www.mediamonitors.net/calderonl.html; Davidson, Ellen.

Link:http://www.indypendent.org/2007/12/09/israeli-democracy—arabs—need—not-apply.

3~ An example of the main themes and arguments articulated by this strand of commentaries were
presented in: A Free People in Our Land: Israeli Democracy and Pluralismedited by Linda Reiss—

Wolicki and Yuval Karniel, and published by Israel Information Center — Jerusalem in 2005. The
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contributors are: Ruvik Rosenthal, Freedom of Expression and Freedom of the Press, Yuval Karniel,
Israel’'s Democracy during Wartime, Asher Arian, The Democracy Index, Alan Dershowitz in 7The Case
For Israel (Wiley, 2003); Yoram Rabin (co—edited with Yuval Shany), Economic, Social & Cultural
Rights in Israel (Tel Aviv, 2004); Yitzhak Kadman and Vered Windman, Children's Rights in Israel - the
Full Half of the Cup; llan Jonas, The Status of the Arab Sector in Israel Frances Raday, Gender

Equality in a Jewish State, Rabbi Gilad Kariv, Democracy and Jewish Tradition.
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